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Re: Invoatijpntion of Comnlaint Concerning Odora from Galax

Chemical Comnany, Frovidence, Cecil County

On March 5, 1963, Mr. 3eegan of the Office of Environmental Health
Services ansisted personnel of the Cecil County Health Department
in the carrying out of an investigation into a complaint by

Dr. Pietro Capurre, W.D., concerning noxious odors being omitted -
by the Galaxy Chemical Company. Pr., Capurro was intorviewed in the
offices of the County Health Department. Mr. Paul liraz, President
of Galaxy Chemicals Company was interviewed during a tour of his
plant. Prasent during the interviews and the plant tour were

¥r. Dave Moore and Mr. Hamilton of the County Health Office and

tirs Tower from Reglon Six of the Division of Air Quality Control.

The Galaxy Chemical Company is a small type of marginal business
which depends for its existence on the processing of waste products
" produced by others. [E@rser companies such as DuPont in Delaware
ship their used solvents to Galaxy Chemical for reclamation and
recovery.] Apparently these solvents are used in the processing of,
‘paints, “Varnishes and plaatic resina. When these solventa are
roceived in sufficient quantity they are cleaned and purified by
fractionation and distillation procesaes from which a type of sludge
* known as "bottoms" result., These bottoms are the contaminant which
has been removed from the purified solvents and according to the
company they coatain paint and lacquer rosidues and other pelymeric
residues auch as polystyrene and polyvinyl chloride resins.

ot

The disposal of these wastea to the asntisfaction of everybody has
been a most difficalt problem for Hr. lraz, The Healt ent
won't let him burn it because ons The

Department of ator Regourcea won't let him bury it becnugg,o? the
water pollugdon problem and the county wilh Dot PETGLE him tO use.
Eﬁilsnnnxy-dumﬁ?"cﬁﬁibquantly he ia compelled to dump the waste

on his own property resulting in atrocious housekeeping conditions
and a permanent aource of odora which arouses the ire of his

neighbora. 000004

#r. Wraz appeara to be perfectly willing to cooperate with any re=
_quirements that we might auggeat but he feols now, aftar all theae
yeara, that the Health Departuent is harassing hiz and he has
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sought logal advice. iir. liraz now states that he will not(n‘qry
out any requirementa of the llealth Dopartment nor will he apend
any money on improvementa which are not guaranteed to solve hia
problems llowsver, before Mr, Nraz erected his plant in 1961,

Mr. Moore of the County Health Departuent advised him that he would
run dnto difficulties with odora in this area. .

Galaxy Chemical went into operation in 1961 and immediately com=
plaints of odors began to be received by the County Health Departa
ment from residents in the vicinity of the plant. On numeroua
occasions personnel from this office investigated theae complaints
and proposed solutions in cooperation with the County Health Office.
However, little progreas has been made sc far because the company v~
is in violation. of no law. -
" Subaequent to all this, Dr. Capurro arrived on the acene. He came
from a lild-weatern tate to settle in the arca about aix months ago.
Dr, Capurro, #.D. is a pathologist who has a laboratory in Union
Rospital in Zlkton. His home 1o located something lesa than a mile
downwind from the plant, Dr. Capurro has complained bitterly to
¥r. Mraz, to the County dealth Office, and to others about the
distrossdng odora coning from Galaxy Chemicals. He has gotten a
nuaber of his neighbors to sign potitions of complaint againat the
company.

When wind and weather conditions are right and becauae of Lhe .
character of the terrain there is no doubt that residents in the
area are periodically and sporadically exposed to noxious vapors
from this plant which have distressing effects not only on

Dr. Capurro but on his neighbors also. 4a a result of an episode
on February 7, 1968, Dr, Capurxo was admitted to Union lospital

at 2 a.,m with a complaant of peraistent vomiting due to exposure
to noxious odor., Dave ioore interviewed him in-the hoapital before
he was released later in the day.

i?utyl alcohol, of which Dr. Capurro cogplaina, 4s mainly a narcotic
and a mucous membrane irritant and does not conatitute a serious
health hazard./ llowever, it was learned that in 1964 Dr. Capurreo
became serioU¥ly ill because of over expoaure to chloroform. It is
poasible that this episode predisposes him to react violently and
to be hyper susceptible to the effecta of organic solvent vapors
in general. .

Durdng the intorview with Dr. Capurro he expreased the feeling,
quite atrongly, that the tax payers' money was nat being used to
take care of altuations such as thias, He claims that the County
Health Pepartrent is not taking any action in this matter. However,
He. lioore has no solid avidence on which to take the company to
court and in fact there is no violatien of law., &ven the public *
nuisance law requires that the public health be endangered. Legal
action is also open to Dr, Capurro against the company, I believe.

iven thoughg it takes time, 1 feel that the beat alternative is to

work with the company as they apnear willing to work with us in

fdnding & sclution to thia problem. In cooperation with the

Diviaion of Adr iuality Control, the Division of Solid Yastes, the
County hiealth Office and the Department of ‘/ater Resources I '
0000905
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belleve that an offective solution can be found,

Nr. Mraz statod that an average of 5000 pounds per dny or ten or
twelve tons a week of this waste is produced. Finding a land f£ill
site for the disposal of such amounta might prosent a difficult
problem. r. liraz suggeated that burning the material firat prior
to land fill disposal would reduce the volume to about 6 or 7%,

I beliove that proper combustion of the material in a properly
designed incinerator so that no air pellution problem is created
is the first proposal to be invostigated.

The investigation will be continued., *
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